Backgrounder: Permanent Participants and the Indigenous Peoples’ Secretariat

“Permanent Participants” is the name given to the six Arctic indigenous organisations that take part in the work of the Arctic Council. The title of Permanent Participant gives indigenous peoples’ representatives the status necessary to take a full part in the debates and work of the Arctic Council. 

The six Permanent Participants are:

· Aleut International Association, representing indigenous people on the Aleutian Island chain between Russia and Alaska.

· Arctic Athabaskan Council, representing Athabaskan people in northern Canada and Alaska.

· Gwich’in Council International, representing Gwich’in people in northern Canada and Alaska.

· Inuit Circumpolar Conference, representing Inuit in Greenland, Canada, Alaska, and Russia.

· Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North, representing indigenous peoples across northern Russia.

· Saami Council, representing Saami in Norway, Sweden, Finland, and northwestern Russia. 

The Indigenous Peoples’ Secretariat of the Arctic Council helps Arctic indigenous organisations to work together through the Arctic Council.

IPS does not speak for the Permanent Participants. Instead, it creates opportunities for the indigenous peoples’ organisations to speak for themselves, and helps provide them with necessary information and materials.

IPS gratefully acknowledges the support it receives, both financial and in-kind.

Since 1993, the Government of Denmark has been the main financial supporter of IPS, and the Greenland Home Rule Government has provided office support and in-kind services. IPS and the Permanent Participants also receive financial support from a number of Arctic States: Canada, Finland, Iceland, Norway and the United States.

