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Arctic Climate Assessment Proves Threat To Indigenous Peoples 

A comprehensive four-year study of the Arctic climate backs the concerns of indigenous peoples that their cultures and livelihoods are threatened by global climate change. 

The Arctic Climate Impact Assessment drew on the expertise of hundreds of climate scientists and indigenous experts from the eight Arctic countries.  It shows that the impacts of current and anticipated changes in the global climate will be particularly severe in Arctic communities.

There is no longer any argument about the fact that climate change is taking place in the Arctic, or about the fact that it is affecting the lives of indigenous peoples.

The Assessment paints some frightening possibilities for the indigenous peoples of the Arctic. It projects that with the disappearance of Arctic sea ice, entire species such as ringed seal and polar bear could become extinct. It also predicts that people who rely on caribou and reindeer for their food and livelihood could face extreme difficulties, as forage for those animals is locked under ice.

“Everything is under threat,” says Chief Gary Harrison of the Arctic Athabaskan Council. “Our homes are threatened by storms and melting permafrost, our livelihoods are threatened by changes to the plants and animals we harvest. Even our lives are threatened, as traditional travel routes become dangerous.”

The Arctic indigenous peoples are asking the eight Arctic States to use the Assessment to show leadership in the field of climate change. 

“The evidence in this assessment shows that change is hitting the Arctic, and it’s hitting the Arctic first and worst,” says Joe Linklater of Gwich’in Council International. “The Arctic states know that concerted international action is required to combat this change. They must show that they’re willing, together, to take the first step.”

The Assessment report also shows that people outside of the Arctic have cause for concern. The Arctic is a major driver of the world’s weather systems. As the Arctic climate changes, it is changing the climate in the rest of the world. The warm ocean currents that presently heat northern Europe may slow down or stop altogether according to some projections.

“The Arctic is the early warning for the rest of the world. What happens to the planet happens first in the Arctic. Protect the Arctic and we save the planet,” says Sheila Watt-Cloutier of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference. “We must all take what action we can to slow the pace of climate change, while there is still time.”

The indigenous peoples are also asking for help with adapting to climate change impacts.

“We are asking first for action to slow climate change,” says Geir Tommy Pedersen of the Saami Council. “However, we realize that we will be forced to make some adaptations, as we are already seeing effects of climate change in our communities. We need to be given the resources to deal with these challenges.”

An information campaign highlighting the results of the Assessment has already been begun by the Arctic indigenous peoples.  “We need to tell our own people about what is in this report,” says Rodion Sulyandziga of the Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North. “They are already facing many challenges, but we must prepare them for this challenge also. More than this, we need to tell the rest of the world about the necessity of taking action on climate change, and taking it now.”
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For more information:

Victoria Gofman  - Aleut International Association

Phone:    +1 907 332 5388                email: VictoriaG@alaska.net  

Cindy Dickson  - Arctic Athabaskan Council

Phone:    +1 867 393 9214                email: cdickson@cyfn.net  

Craig Fleener  - Gwich’in Council International

Phone:  +1 907 662 - 2587                      email: :  cfleener@catg.org 

Sheila Watt-Cloutier -  Inuit Circumpolar Conference

Phone:   Tel: +1 867 979 4661               email: chair@inuitcc.ca

Rodion Sulyandziga  -  Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North

Phone:     +7 095 780 8727             Mobile: +7 095 769 0899     email: ritc@mail.ru

Geir Tommy Pedersen - Saami Council

Phone:   +47 91 54 39 95    email: geir.tommy.pedersen@saamicouncil.net

www.arctic peoples.org

