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PRESS RELEASE

Release of the Arctic Council Oil and Gas Assessment

The long-awaited results of the Arctic Council Oil and Gas Assessment will be released at the Arctic Frontiers Conference in Tromsø, Norway on 21 January 2008.

In 2002, Arctic Council Ministers requested their working groups collaborate on an assessment of Oil and Gas in the Arctic. The Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme (AMAP) was charged to coordinate the work. 
The objective of the assessment is to present a holistic assessment of the environmental, social and economic, and human health impacts of current oil and gas activities in the Arctic, and to evaluate the likely course of development of Arctic oil and gas activities and their potential impacts in the near future.  The assessment offers a balanced and reliable document for decision makers in support of sound future management of oil and gas activities in the Arctic. 

Between 2004 and 2007, experts from Arctic countries, together with experts from indigenous peoples’ organizations, industry, and other countries and organizations participated in the preparation of the scientific assessment of Oil and Gas in the Arctic - Effects and Potential Effects.  The outcome of this work will be published in a fully-referenced technical report during the spring of 2008. This report is built around five substantive chapters covering: oil and gas industry activities; socio-economic impacts; input and fate of hydrocarbons in the environment; toxicity and organism-level impacts, including impacts on human health; and ecosystem-level impacts. The final chapter provides an overall assessment and presents recommendations for scientific follow-up. The lead scientists responsible for the assessment report will present their findings during the scientific part of the Arctic Frontiers Conference.
On the basis of this scientific documentation, AMAP has prepared an overview report for policy-makers and the general public. This report condenses the hundreds of pages of technical background into a series of messages reflecting the findings of the scientific assessment. 
The key findings of the assessment, as summarized in the overview report, will be presented during the policy-related sessions of the Arctic Frontiers Conference. Those findings are that:

1. Extensive oil and gas activity has occurred in the Arctic, with much oil and gas produced and much remaining to be produced

2. Natural seeps are [estimated to be] the major source of petroleum hydrocarbon contamination in the Arctic environment

3. Petroleum hydrocarbon concentrations are generally low

4. On land, physical disturbance is the largest effect  

5. In marine environments, oil spills are the largest threat  

6. Impacts on individuals, communities, and governments can be both positive and negative 

7. Human health can suffer [from oil and gas related] pollution and social disruption, but revenues can improve health care and overall well-being 

8. Technology and regulations can help reduce negative impacts 

9. Responding to major oil spills remains a challenge in remote, icy environments 

10. More oil and gas activity is expected 

11. Many risks remain 

12. Planning and monitoring can help reduce risks and impacts 
The main part of the Overview report will be available to the public (in electronic format) on Monday 21 January 2008 (at 09:00 Oslo time) from the following web address:  www.amap..no/oga
Persons wishing to view the report prior to its release can contact the national contact persons listed below for permission to do so. This permission is contingent on agreement to respect the embargo on the document in place until its official release date of Monday 21 January 2008 (at 09:00 Oslo time).
The attached contacts list includes both national contacts and experts who can be contacted for further information on the scientific background to the assessment. Those indicated by * will be participating in the Arctic Frontiers Conference and can be contacted directly or via the conference media contact, Reinhold Fieler, mobile +47 91 36 45 80.
The Arctic Council Oil and Gas Assessment will also be presented at the following events:

· Russia Offshore 2008, 3rd Annual meeting, Moscow, Russia (6-7 February 2008) (www.theenergyexchange.co.uk/energy218overview.html)
· Alaskan Forum on the Environment 2008, Anchorage, Alaska, USA (11-15 February 2008) (www.akforum.com/)
Copies of the Arctic Council Oil and Gas Assessment Reports can be ordered from the AMAP Secretariat at the address below.

Web links:

AMAP – www.amap.no 

AMAP Secretariat  (E-mail amap@amap.no; Phone +47 23 24 16 35; Fax +47 22 67 67 06)

Arctic Council – www.arctic-council.org
Arctic Frontiers Conference – www.arctic-frontiers.com/

Contacts:
Press may contact the following persons if they would like to obtain further information on the Arctic Council Oil and Gas Assessment and its results:

National Contact Persons:
Canada: Ruth McKechnie* (mckechnier@ainc-inac.gc.ca; tel.  +1 819 953 0031)
Denmark/Faroe Islands: Frank Sonne (fms@mst.dk; tel. +45 72 54 4330) or Anders Mosbech (amo@dmu.dk; tel. +45 46 30 1934; mobile +45 2944 0203)
Finland: Outi Mähönen* (outi.mahonen@ymparisto.fi; mobile +358 40 512 7393)
Greenland: Ole Langeland Pedersen* (ollp@gh.gl; tel. +299 346 812)

Iceland: Helgi Jensson (helgij@ust.is; tel. +354 591 2000)
Norway: before Monday 21 January - Erik Syvertsen (erik.syvertsen@sft.no; tel. +47 22 57 36 53); from Monday 21 January - Per Døvle* (per.dovle@sft.no; tel. +47 22 57 34 00)* 
Russia: Yuri Tsaturov (tsaturov@mecom.ru; tel. +7 095 252 39 49) or Ivan Senchenya (senchenya@npaf.ru;  tel. +7 495 7304097; mobile  +7 495 7234680)
Sweden:  Yngve Brodin (yngve.brodin@naturvardsverket.se; tel. + 46 8 698 1306) or Jonas Rodhe (jonas.rodhe@naturvardsverket.se; tel. +46 8 698 1307)
United States: Thomas Armstrong (tarmstrong@usgs.gov; tel. +1 703 648 6917)

Contacts for questions on the scientific background:

Oil and gas industry activities: 
Dennis Thurston* (USA; dennis.thurston@mms.gov; tel. +1 907 334-5338; mobile; +1-907-301-9650)
Socio-economic impacts: 
Michael Baffrey (USA; michael_baffrey@evostc.state.ak.us; tel. +1-907-265-9330; mobile +1 907 351 1852)
Input and fate of hydrocarbons in the environment:

Dave Thomas* (Canada; dthomas@axys.com; mobile +1 250 216 0706) or 
Jarle Klungsoyr (Norway; jarle.klungsoeyr@imr.no; tel. +47 55 23 84 98) or

Salve Dahle* (Norway; salve.dahle@akvaplan.niva.no; tel. +47 77 75 03 20; mobile +47 906 49 490)
Toxicity and organism-level impacts:

Colin Macdonald*(Canada; northern@granite.mb.ca; tel. +1 204 753 2078)* or

Lyle Lockhart* (Canada; llockhart@shaw.ca; tel. +1 204 832 2878)*

Toxicity and human health impacts:

Andy Gilman* (Canada; andygilman@shaw.ca; tel. +1 250 248 8595)

Ecosystem-level impacts:

Hein-Rune Skjoldal (Norway; hein.rune.skjoldal@imr.no;  tel. +47 55 23 69 46; mobile +47 90 572 356)
General contact points:

Lars-Otto Reiersen* (Norway, AMAP Executive Secretary) lars-otto.reiersen@amap.no; tel. +47 23 24 16 32; mobile +47 900 46 47 6)

John Calder* (USA, AMAP WG Chair) john.calder@noaa.gov; tel. +1 301 427 2470; mobile +1 301 938 8847)

